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Trenton PP-8 School   
Site Investigation  
In June 2023, a new school for the Town of Trenton (Town) was announced as part of the 
Department of Education and Early Childhood Development’s (EECD) Capital Plan. Following this 
announcement, the Chignecto Central Regional Centre for Education (CCRCE) engaged in a 
consultation process with the community on the construction of a new consolidated PP-8 school 
building to replace the Trenton Elementary School and the Trenton Middle School.  

CCRCE’s recommendation for a consolidated school in the Town was accepted by the Minister of 
Education and Early Childhood Development in October 2024, confirming the project as approved 
earlier by government. 

The site selection process for new school construction is set out in Section 14 of the Governor in 
Council Regulations (the Regulations) under the Education Act and defines the process by which 
site selection must be conducted. Subsection 14B(3) of the Regulations sets out the priority order 
for the evaluation of potential replacement school building sites where a new school is replacing 
one or more existing school sites, as follows:  

(a) existing sites; 

(b) real property vested in His Majesty in Right of the Province or held by the education entity; 

(c) real property available for acquisition or use by the Province. 

See Appendix A for a summary of sites reviewed. 

At the request of the Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development (EECD), the 
Department of Public Works (DPW) has completed an evaluation of several sites, beginning with 
the existing Trenton Elementary School (TES) and Trenton Middle School (TMS) sites. 

The requirements for this site selection process for the new consolidated school are: 

Grade Levels: PP-8 

Capacity:  300 students  

Skilled Trades: No 

Childcare: Currently not in scope; there is a potential for future inclusion of a childcare centre. 

Community Enhancements: Currently not in scope.  

The above noted criteria were used to inform the site selection process. The specific program will 
be confirmed by EECD in consultation with CCRCE prior to the design and construction phases of 
the project. 

The site investigations described in this report includes the following land parcels: 

 

 

https://novascotia.ca/just/regulations/regs/edgic.htm#TOC2_3
https://novascotia.ca/just/regulations/regs/edgic.htm#TOC2_3
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PID Parcel Size Owner Comments 

65149056 
65149064 

 

1.83 acres 
4.56 acres 

 

Town of 
Trenton 

It is anticipated that the new school site could 
occupy a portion of these parcels. These parcels 
include the current Trenton Minor Sports 
Community Centre, and the adjacent land to the 
east.  

01021385 Approx.          
1 acre 

Town of 
Trenton in 

care of Pictou 
District School 

Board 

  Existing Trenton Elementary School. 

01021179 1.91 acres Chignecto 
Central RCE Existing Trenton Middle School. 

 

Figure 1 identifies the location of the existing school sites and the recommended site. 

The recommended site to meet the project’s site requirements is the Site 1 – adjacent to the 
Trenton Minor Sports Community Centre, located on land owned by the Town. 

 

 

Figure 1 – Existing School Locations and Recommended Site 
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Site 1 – Adjacent to Trenton Minor Sports Community Centre (Rink) 
and Trenton Park: 
 

The recommended site comprises a portion of two parcels of land owned by the Town. The 
Property Online map of the site can be found in Appendix B. An aerial image of the site can 
be found in Figure 2. 

1. Site Location and Size   
 
The site comprises the existing 1.83-acre parcel between the rink parking lot and Trenton 
Park plus approximately 1.3 acres that is currently the east parking lot for the rink. The 
site is located to the north of Park Road. The site is otherwise surrounded by the rink to 
the west and Trenton Park to the north & east. The site is not large enough for the 
inclusion of a new sports field. Discussions with the Town of Trenton indicate the nearby 
Trenton Baseball Field is available for use. 
 
2. General Terrain & Topography  
 
The province completed a topographic survey during the spring of 2025. The site 
topography varies, with the existing rink parking lot as relatively flat.  The adjacent parcel 
on the east side of the rink is relatively flat on its west side and slopes up towards Park 
Road to the south and Trenton Park to the east.  
 
The site is currently occupied by the existing rink parking lot, the driveway to a small 
parking lot to the north, a basketball court and woodland.  There is a gravel trail leading 
from the rink parking lot to Trenton Park and a watercourse that bisects the upper 
northeast corner of the site. 
 
The new school could be located on the area immediately to east of the rink parking lot, 
with parking and site circulation in a new paved parking lot adjacent to the rink.  The new 
parking lot would be available for school use during the day and community/rink/park use 
outside of school hours.  
 
The existing elementary and middle schools do not have adjacent sports fields.  Currently, 
both schools make use of the Trenton Baseball Field located at the corner of Forbes 
Avenue and Fourth Street.  Consultation with the Town and school representatives 
indicate this practice will continue for the new school.  The Park Road site is 
approximately 200 metres from the baseball field, the elementary school is currently over 
600 metres from the field and the middle school is over a kilometer away. 
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Figure 2 – Recommended New School Site 

 
3. Transportation & Accessibility 
  
The site currently has driveway access directly from Park Road and does not have 
pedestrian sidewalks. It is anticipated that there will continue to be bussing for a portion of 
the student population.  The number of buses expected at the school is three. A Traffic 
Impact Study (TIS) was not completed for this site. DPW’s internal review indicated that 
the existing municipal road network and traffic infrastructure can accommodate the traffic 
resulting from the proposed school.  
 
The proposed site circulation includes access for buses, student drop off/pick up and 
parking.  See the Site Test Fit in Appendix C for an example of what the site circulation 
could look like. Note the Test Fit is strictly an exercise completed by DPW to determine if 
the school program fits on the proposed site.  It does not represent the actual finished site 
layout, this will be determined during the design phase. 
 
4. Active Transportation 
 
The site is well located for Active Transportation based on proximity to the catchment 
area. The grades of Park Road and the north south streets within the Town are not 
excessive. The east-west streets within the residential portion of the Town have significant 
slopes with some areas exceeding 10% slope. Most students are within walking distance 
and there are some existing sidewalks on nearby pedestrian routes. There are currently 
no sidewalks on Park Road. 
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5. Hazards, Legal Issues, & Environmental Concerns  
 
The site is located approximately 100 metres south of the Trenton Park pond, with a small 
parking lot and gravel trail between the site and the pond. The banks of the pond are 
approximately 3.5 metres below the existing grade at the site, the pond discharges to the 
East River. 
 
DPW’s Environment Group completed an assessment of the need for a Phase I ESA of 
the site and determined the site is low risk from an environmental perspective. The site is 
approximately 65 metres up gradient from the rink building and any refrigeration 
equipment.  There is an outdoor pool located approximately 260 metres to the east of the 
site and is not considered to be a risk to the site. 
 
A Watercourse Assessment was completed and it determined the presence of one 
watercourse at the north east corner of the site. The watercourse flows from the eastern 
section of Trenton Park towards the pond.  The test fit exercise took into consideration the 
location of the watercourse and attempted to avoid the watercourse and its embankments. 
 
 
6. Access to Services  
 
Power:  
Three phase power is available to the site via infrastructure on Park Road.  There are 
historical easements in favour of NSPI on the site. 
 
Water:  
Municipal water is available either from a 200 mm cast iron water main serving Trenton 
Park or multiple 150 mm watermains at the rink, Centennial Drive, and Sixth Street.  
 
Sanitary sewer:  
Municipal sanitary sewer collection is available via a 10 inch main serving Trenton Park or 
a 15 inch main on Park Road. There is a sewer inspection ongoing to determine if any of 
the existing Town infrastructure needs to be upgraded or rehabilitated.   
 
Storm Sewer: 
There are some municipal stormwater collection infrastructure in the area.  Stormwater 
currently drains towards the pond to the north via overland flow. Stormwater management 
at the site would be an integral part of the site design. 
 
Communications: 
Communication services are available from existing infrastructure on Park Road. 

  
7. Adjacencies  
 
The site located at the northern end of the catchment area and is within the Town limits. 
The school site has significant opportunities with adjacent infrastructure including a 
skating rink, baseball field plus walking trails, amphitheatre, and play structures at Trenton 
Park.  Ivey’s Terrace Nursing Home is within 200 metres of the site. 
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8. Cost Factors  
 
The site would require some cut and fill with retaining walls along a portion of Park Road 
and adjacent to the watercourse to provide a level building pad.  There is a potential cost 
associated with upgrading some sections of the existing municipal sanitary collection 
system.    
 
9. Site Geotechnical Characteristics  
 
The Province completed a field geotechnical investigation in May of 2025. In general, the 
site is underlain by topsoil and fill overlying glacial till.  Bedrock was not encountered in 
any of the ten boreholes.  Groundwater seepage was encountered at the time of the 
borehole drilling exercise and monitoring wells were installed to confirm groundwater.  
The geotechnical report includes recommendations for dewatering during construction 
and footing drains in areas with groundwater above footing depth.  
 
10. Site Test Fit  
 
A concept level test fit exercise was completed and can be found in Appendix C.  The 
purpose of the test fit exercise is to confirm that the school program and construction 
activities can be accommodated on the site. It is not intended to represent an actual 
design plan. Final site layout and building configuration would be determined during the 
design phase of the project.  
 
The test fit took into consideration several factors including:  

a. Optimize parking for staff, students, and visitors.  
b. Provide age-appropriate play areas. 
c. Provide a means for school buses to drop off and pick up students adjacent to the 

building. 
d. Provide a space for student drop off and pick up. 
e. Provide sufficient space for construction activities and access. 
f. Childcare was included in the test fit exercise. Childcare is currently not in scope; 

there is a potential for future inclusion of a childcare centre. 
 

The results of the test fit indicate that the site program does fit on the proposed site.  
There is little room for future expansion of the school or additional site elements without 
expanding into Trenton Park. 

 
11. Challenges  
 
There are several challenges that will require attention during the planning, design, and 
construction phases.  These challenges include: 

• Consideration of building elevation relative to municipal sewer collection services. 
The ongoing sanitary sewer study will confirm elevations in the municipal system.  

• Site topography will require the use of retaining walls for some site elements. 
• The site will be congested during construction. Coordination of construction 

activities while the existing rink and Trenton Park are operational will need to be 
carefully planned by DPW, the designer, and Contractor.  It is not unusual for this 
coordination to be a part of the project. 

• There is a potential requirement for upgrades to a portion of the municipal sanitary 
sewer system. 

Relevant Information Site 1: 
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Number of 
students and 
expected program 

• The target student population is 300 students. The exact number will 
be confirmed during the design process. 

• A childcare centre may be included in the future or as part of the 
program, thus impacting the required size of the site. 

Topographic  • The existing gravel rink parking lot is relatively flat and would be 
upgraded to asphalt as part of the school project. 

• Site generally slopes southeast to northwest, with the land at the 
west of the site being relatively flat. 

• Significant infilling is not anticipated. 
• Retaining walls would be required to provide a level building pad. 
• A topographic survey was completed by the Province during the 

spring of 2025. 
Environmental  • A formal Phase 1 ESA was not completed by the Province based on 

a preliminary assessment by DPW environmental staff. 
• A watercourse is present at the northeast corner of the site and does 

not pose any concerns to the project. 
Legal Survey • A boundary survey was not completed due to existing surveys 

already available. 
• There are two easements in favour of NSPI . 

Transportation • A Traffic Impact Study (TIS) will not be completed based on DPW’s 
internal review. 

• Two access driveways are anticipated. 
• The addition of crosswalks on surrounding streets would be 

beneficial. 
• Buses will require access to the site. 
• The projected number of parking stalls will be identified through the 

design process.  It is anticipated that there is sufficient space on the 
site to accommodate parking requirements. 

• The student drop off area would be accommodated within the site. 
Geotechnical • The geotechnical investigation did not encounter any bedrock or 

unsuitable soils at the borehole locations. 
• Groundwater was encountered during the borehole investigations. 

Services • Municipal services, three phase power and communications are 
available.   
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Site 2: Existing Trenton Middle School 
 

The existing Trenton Middle School site comprises a single parcel of land owned by the 
Chignecto Central RCE. The Property Online map of the site can be found in Appendix B.  
An aerial image of the site can be found in Figure 3. 

1. Site Location and Size   
 
The 1.91-acre site is located between Dickie Street to the east and Arthur Street to the 
west. The site is otherwise surrounded by private landowners. The site is shared with 
CCRCE operational offices. CCRCE occupies approximately 1.2 acres of the site. 
 
2. General Terrain & Topography  
 
The site slopes to the northeast and is clear of any woodlands or water courses. The site 
is currently occupied by the existing school, parking, driveways, and a play area.  There is 
no sports field at the site, the school utilizes the Trenton Baseball Field for activities 
requiring a field.  The baseball field is over 1 km away from the school.  

 

 

Figure 3 – Existing Trenton Middle School Site 

 
3. Transportation & Accessibility  
 
The site has driveways accessing Grandview, Arthur and Dickie Streets and currently 
there are pedestrian sidewalks on Grandview and Dickie Streets. 
 
4. Active Transportation 
 
The site is located centrally within the catchment area and most students are within 
walking distance. The grades of adjacent north-south streets are relatively flat, with steep 
slopes on the east-west streets.  
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5. Hazards, Legal Issues, & Environmental Concerns  
 
A QRMS study of the existing school has not been completed at this time due to the low 
suitability of the site for the new consolidated school.  
 
6. Access to Services  
Power:  
Three phase power is available to the site via infrastructure on Dickie Street. 
Water:  
Municipal water is available at the site.  
Sanitary sewer:  
The Town has sanitary infrastructure available, allowing the school to connect directly to 
the municipal sewer collection system. An investigation of the existing condition of the 
sanitary sewer was not completed at this time due to the low suitability of the site for the 
new consolidated school.  
Storm Sewer: 
There is municipal stormwater collection infrastructure in the area.   
Communications: 
Communication services are available from existing infrastructure on Dickie Street. 

  
7. Adjacencies  
 
The site is centrally located in the catchment area and is within the Town limits.  The 
school site is surrounded by residential properties and an office for CCRCE. 
 
8. Cost Factors  
 
The site would require demolition of the existing school. 
 
9. Site Geotechnical Characteristics  
 
A Geotechnical investigation has not been completed for this site. 

 

10. Site Test Fit  
 
A site test fit was not completed for this site due to the lack of space to accommodate the 
program. 

 
11. Challenges  

 
High level review of the site indicates the site is too small to accommodate the program.  
To build on the site the school would need to be demolished first, requiring the relocation 
of students for 2 – 3 years during the demolition and construction phases.   
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Site 3 – Existing Trenton Elementary School: 
 

The existing Trenton Elementary School site comprises a single 1 acre+/- parcel of land 
owned by the Town of Trenton in care of Pictou District School Board. The Property Online 
map of the site can be found in Appendix B. An aerial image of the site can be found in 
Figure 4. 

1. Site Location and Size   
The approximately 1-acre site is located adjacent to Sixth Street between Duke Street and 
Princess Avenue. The site is otherwise surrounded by private landowners.  
 
2. General Terrain & Topography  
 
The site is partially flat and partially terraced with no woodlands or water courses.  
 
The site is currently occupied by the existing school, parking, driveways, and play areas.  
There is no sports field at the site, the school utilizes the Trenton Baseball Field for 
activities requiring a field.  The baseball field is approximately 600 metres away from the 
school.  

 

 

Figure 4 – Existing Trenton Elementary School Site 
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3. Transportation & Accessibility  
 
The site driveway access is from Sixth Street. There are currently pedestrian sidewalks on 
Sixth street, Duke Street, Princess Avenue and Seventh Street.  
 
4. Active Transportation 
 
The site is located centrally within the catchment area and most students are within 
walking distance. The grades of adjacent north-south streets are relatively flat, with steep 
slopes on the east-west streets.  
 
5. Hazards, Legal Issues, & Environmental Concerns  
 
A QRMS study of the existing school has not been completed at this time due to the low 
suitability of the site for the new consolidated school.  
 
6. Access to Services  
Power:  
Three phase power is available to the site via infrastructure on Sixth Street. 
Water:  
Municipal water is available at the site.  
Sanitary sewer:  
The Town has sanitary infrastructure available, allowing the school to connect directly to 
the municipal sewer collection system. An investigation of the existing condition of the 
sanitary sewer was not completed at this time due to the low suitability of the site for the 
new consolidated school.  
Storm Sewer: 
There is municipal stormwater collection infrastructure in the area.   
Communications: 
Communication services are available from existing infrastructure on Dickie Street. 

  
7. Adjacencies  
 
The site is centrally located in the catchment area and is within the Town limits.  The 
school site is surrounded by residential properties. 
 
8. Cost Factors  
 
The site would require demolition of the existing school. 
 
9. Site Geotechnical Characteristics  
 
A Geotechnical investigation has not been completed for this site. 

 

10. Site Test Fit  
 
A site test fit was not completed for this site due to the lack of space to accommodate the 
program. 
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11. Challenges  

 
High level review of the site indicates the site is too small to accommodate the program.  
To build on the site the school would need to be demolished first, requiring the relocation 
of students for 2 – 3 years during the demolition and construction phases.   

 
Summary 
 
The site evaluation completed for the existing Trenton Elementary and Middle School sites 
indicate that neither site has sufficient space to accommodate the program.  Neither school is 
close to the baseball field, rink, Trenton Park or nursing home.  The site adjacent to Trenton Park 
and Trenton Minor Sports Community Centre is able to accommodate the program.   

 
Recommendation 
 
Site 1, adjacent to the Trenton Minor Sports Community Centre and Trenton Park, is 
recommended as suitable for a new school. The site is well located for community access, and 
the associated program can be accommodated. 
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 Summary of Reviewed Sites 



General constraints 
in the search area:

Location PID Owner Size Info Reasoning

Existing Elementary 
School

01021385

Town of Trenton in 
care of Pictou 
District School 
Board

1.0 ac 
Site is small, no space within site for 
sports field, student drop off, or bussing

Site too small

Exhisting High School 01021179
Chignecto Regional 
School Board

1.91 ac 

Site is small, RCE maintenance group 
occupies a portion of the site & bldgs. 
Sports field is too small, no space within 
site for student drop off or bussing

Site too small

Corner of First Street & 
Duchess Ave

1) 00925404 
2) 00925511 
3) 65236648

Town of Trenton 
Town of Trenton 
Sports Heritage 
Hall of Fame  

1) 0.55 ac
2) 2.7 ac 
3) 0.55 ac

Former sports fields. Fields appear to be 
not in use based on condition. Fields 
replaced by new rec park on Park Road?  
Hall of Fame lots subdivided & 
consolidated 2023 

Hall of fame building under 
construcion as of Fall of 2024, 
site no longer available. New 
skate park and basketball 
courts built in 2025.

- Most of Town is on a steep hill
- Former Trenton Works site 
- NSP generating plant
- Airport
- Small lot sizes
- Few unoccupied lots

Town Of Trenton Potential School Sites



Location PID Owner Size Info Reasoning

Former Trenton Works 
site

65189763
Trenton 
Woodworks

39 ac
Access is across industrial lands, location 
is not easily accessed .

Land purchased by Trenton 
Woodworks in October of 
2024. No longer available.

DNRR lands Little Egypt 
Road

65189938 DNRR 30 ac *Approx. 6 acres is not within Town 
boundary.
*Lands fronting Little Egypt Road do not 
have municipal water.
*Watercourse

No services, not within Town 
boundary.

Park Road 
Trenton parkland

00923722
Town of Trenton

290 ac

*Municipal water does not extend 
beyond the east of the entrance to 
Trenton Park. *Municipal recreation 
infratructure & trails. *Community is 
not in favour of site.

DPW met with the Town of 
Trenton. Town & community 
are strongly opposed to using 
this parkland.  The Town has 
put significant effort into 
developing playgrounds, trails, 
a pool and an ampitheatre.  



Location PID Owner Size Info Reasoning

Park Road Trenton Rec 
Lands

65149056 Town of Trenton
less than 2 

acres
Very small site, initially rejected due to 
small size.

DPW met with the Town of 
Trenton in early 2025. Town 
presented options for this site 
that could make it work. 

Land at end of First St 
& borders Little Egypt 
Road

1) 65032542
2) 00924506
3) portion of 
65073546, 
former rail 
corridor

Town of Trenton
Town of Trenton
DNRR

1) 7.3 ac
2) 5 ac
3) size 
unknown, 20 
m wide

*former rail corridor splits the two 
Town parcels
*NSP transmission lines bisect property 
west-east
*watercourse along north side of PID 
65032542, between parcel & Little 
Egypt Rd
*potential contamination from former 
rail line out of Trenton Works

Possible contamination from 
old Trenton Works rail line.

Land at the top of 
Hampson St.

00929059 Town of Trenton 7.28 ac

*Steep slopes 
*adjacent to airport
*close to water reservoir, unlikely to 
have significant water pressure

Too close to airport, access to 
the top of the hill in winter is 
problematic for school buses
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Appendix B  

 Property Online Mapping of the evaluated sites 
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Trenton PP-8 School 
Technical Site Investigation  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Appendix C Site Test Fit: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: The following test fit sketch is not representative of the actual final site layout. Specifics such as 
driveway, parking, play spaces, building location, etc. would be determined during the design phase. 

Test fits are strictly an exercise to determine if the site can support the program identified for a new school. 
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